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A powerpoint presentation belongs to this proposal. Please ask for it. 

 
*) Inquiry and interview teach me that many persons at both sides sincerely long for acknowledgement of 

the(ir) problematic situations
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The person says: to live my emotions, 

instead of being lived by them. 

Acknowledgement and Possibilities Day! 
Proposal for άThree Daysέ Peace Strategy in the Middle East 

For the acknowledgement and reconciliation process 
 
 

1. Time is ripe to as Israel and Palestinians make άfirst stepsέ to eachother in a series of events  
a. This proposal hopes (and wants) to bring Israel and Palestine together to acknowledge, to forgive and to 

reconcile. Acknowledgement of the Holocaust, and of many more disasters in Jewish history (ref. paragraphs 

1.b , 1.d and 4). The longing of the Israeli people for return to Israel. Acknowledgement of what happened to 

the Palestinian people since the beginning of the 20th century and much more profoundly since 1947 and 1948 

ǿƘŜƴ άb!Y.!έΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ 5ƛǎǇƻǎsession started. Recognition of the permanence of the states 

of Israel as well as of Palestine by both. All are keys to this proposal. On pages 3ς7 the preparation, on 7-12 the 

presentation of the Peace Strategy, the concrete agenda on pages 10-12. The speeches of President Obama 

(June 4) and of Prime Minister Netanyahu (June 14) are being referred to. 

 

The proposal has been made for the politicians in the peoples. And furthermore for all concerned people. 

United Nations allowed the Jews to return in Israel. Palestinians payed a large price. Now to orchestrate recon-

ciliation, when all want this. The proposal wants to create a meeting and turning point on the so called Ack-

nowledgement Day, the First of the Three days. It is meant to orchestrate on that day a series of άŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇǎέ ǘƻ 

coexistence of Israel and the Palestinians and with the surrounding countries. It can be practiced next to the US 

strategy on June 4, 2009. It may be combined with Prime aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ bŜǘŀƴȅŀƘǳΩǎ approach on June 14, 2009.  

(NB: Originally the proposal contained Four of these Days. Installing the Israeli Cabinet was one of these Days.)                            

 

This photo of two orchestras playing together is 

a collage, by mirrorring and adding the same 

photo. Coexistence by the parties may not be as 

easy as putting these two photos together... In 

this collage the parties, presented as orchestras, 

look and play to eachother. Sometimes 

cooperation, sometimes alone. 

 

The author is a concerned citizen and writer, 

founder of the NGO (non-governmental organization) IDA Innovatie in The Netherlands. Works as innovation 

consultant for private companies, governments, cities, youth and development projects. Published in 1994 a 

book on the application of societal  values with 42 co-authors, among whom Aung San Suu Kyi and Mikhail 

Gorbachev. Central value is evenworthiness: each and every person has equal worth. He is involved since 2004 

with Israel and the Palestinians. This proposal is being presented in Israël and in Palestine, to Syriah, in The 

Netherlands, in the EU, in the UN and in the US. 

              

First some remarks on the humane side. Then the religious side, after that the political side followed by a few 

words on the economical side. 

b. The humane side. άSome humans and peoples, before restoring 

damaged relations, want explicit acknowledgement of what happened 

to them.έ Other peopleǎ ǎŀȅΥ ǿƘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΚ CƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ-

selves memorizing other old pains and emotions. If one persistently wants recognition from another then there 

is the risk of never feeling satisfied by the other. Next to what may be called feelings and emotions we must 
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also look at reality, to what is happening, and to take that seriously, also from ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ points of views (see 

Recursive Reciprocity, page 5). Many many Jews came to Palestine / Israel  where Palestinians, and also Jews, 

used to live. Where the Jews, backed by the United Nations, say: this always was our country, even if many of 

us were away. And Palestinians say: this is our country, even it is not formally our state, we do live here...  

The Jews, though, were just coming out of the horrible Holocaust of the Second World War. And the world 

wanted to help them. Maybe fulfilling a Biblical prophecy at the same time? 

 

c.   The religious side. Studying the family of Abraham, Sara and Haghar and their sons lead to the conclusion 

that the Promised Land is meant for all of AbrahamΩǎ/IbrahimΩǎ ƻŦŦǎǇǊƛƴƎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ LǎƳŀŜƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

Isaac... (On this an article is available.) In this perspective the 

return of the Jews to Israel is a step in meeting again. After 

4000 years of separation, a very conscious separation that 

started in the time of Abraham/Ibrahim. Further on in this 

proposal more about this. Part of studying took place in (Old) 

Jerusalem. Here one sees co-living of Arabs, Jews, Palestinians 

/Filistinians, Christians, Muslims, and all other people. 

 

d.  Politically. Imagine people occupying your land. Which you 

do not accept. But you are not able to change the situation. You 

resist. You fight. Nothing works. Bitterness. Finally you start to 

look for a way of co-living. But NOT without acknowledgement 

of what Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

succeed. And you say: forgive? maybe (n)ever, forget? never. 

NAKBA? And your people continue to be extremely constrained 

and expelled. And then you realize that your opponent has some kind of a similar state of heart, though on 

another subject: The Holocaust: forget? In the photos 

below parties look away from each ƻǘƘŜǊΧΦ 

And then, by trying to be realistic and by a certain longing 

for a solution, and after more than 60 years of sadness and 

violence, your heart starts to change somewhat. And a 

picture pops up that shows that you may be family of the 

other, in a certain way. Maybe then there may grow a 

longing for a peaceful solution. Making a step, a first step 

to the opponent. Helped by pressure of the United States, but profoundly more because of your own longing as 

(leaders of) peoples, who do not want to be victims any more. Enough was enough! The monument opposite to 

United Nations at New YorkΩǎ First Avenue says (the photoύΥ άAnd 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears 

into pruning-hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

Neither shall they learn war any moreέ. Citing the Prophet Isaiah 

2:4. The same words Prime Minister Netanyahu spoke in Tel-Aviv 

on June 14, concerning peace with the Palestinian people. Both 

peoples might list their preconditions for practicing thisΧ 

 

e.  Economically. The words of Prime Minister Netanyahu in Tel-Aviv on economic cooperation of Israel and the 

surrounding countries speak for themselves and offer possibilities. We will not repeat these words here. 

Question: has this poem been written by a 
Palestinian or an Israeli person? 
 
My feet are torn, 
and homelessness has sworn me out. 
Park seats have left their marks on my ribs. 
Policemen followed me 
with their suspicious looks. 
I dragged myself from place to place, 
destitute except for 
day-long memories of a home 
that yesterday, only yesterday, 
was mine, 
and except for evening dreams 
of my dwelling there again. 
 
The answer: last page 
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2. The Turn: Four elements behind making first steps are described, concerning forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Both are in different forms and names operational in the various cultures / religions. We refer to points a ς d in 

this paragraph. {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ άƻōƭƛƎŜŘέ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛliation, seemingly a contradict-

ion. The bridge is made to forgiveness and reconciliation in the Palestinian way, the Arabic-speaking population 

of Westbank, Gaza and Israel. On pages  9 - 12 the concrete Three Day Peace Strategy is being presented. 

 

a.  In 2004 a Middle East peace proposal was presented by this author for άƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ŦƻǊgiveness and reconcilia-

ǘƛƻƴέ. The expression Obliged should be 

read as a stimulus, not in a literal way. 

Because there is of course no one who 

can oblige the concerned parties to 

anything. The way of negotiating is being 

called Recursive reciprocity. Reciprocity 

meaning mutually. Recursive meaning 

άƎƻƛƴƎέ ŘŜŜǇŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΥ 

what is behind your standpoints, how do 

your people feel? What can we do 

together for the future of our peoples? 

New. But we live in 2009/2010. Parties 

come up with a notion of good quality of 

cooperation (the yellow-lined blue 

arrows). ¢ƘŜ άƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜness and 

ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ǇǊƻposal means that all 

parties άƳǳǎǘέ practice forgiveness and reconciliation. When they do so they receive more help from the 

World. But when one of the parties does not cooperate all lose their help from the World. So one is being 

stimulated to cooperate and to continue and not to interrupt the peace process! A somewhat ΨŦǳƴƴȅΩ situation, 

that challenges to think about it. YƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ άŎarrot & stick conditionalityέ. The proposal was being appreciated 

by Israel, and signed by the PLO, the Palestinian Liberation Organization in The Hague, in 2004.  

 

b.  Peace will come, why not now. February 2009 President Obama started initiatives. Published June 4 his 

Middle East strategy: no more settlements by Israel, no more violence by Palestinians, two states side by side.  

Next to President hōŀƳŀΩǎ approach, even below it, the track of this proposal. During this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ visits to 

Jerusalem and Ramallah (January ς October) this new peace strategy has been developed. A strategy in which 

Hamas and Fatah, who the end of February started talks but still do have crises, and Israel play the keyroles. 

(NB: March 13 Hamas announced stop firing rockets. April 2: Israel has a new cabinet. May 14: Talks Fatahς

Hamas stagnate, but may restart May 17. In June: mutual attacks. Talks to be continued in July-ΧΦΦ.) 

The time scale of the Acknowledgement Day Strategy is three άŘŀȅǎέ, and even more specific ά1 Dayέ.  

Respecting all parties and their interests as well as experiences is the essence. Thought behind this is twofold:  

   1. Peace will come, why not now? This now is the title of this project. 

   2. Acts are required by a number of parties. When you prepare things well one can do many acts by the 

various parties on one dynamic first day, where every party immediately sees  when the other does as 

promised, can act on that, and may call the other to continue courageously. 

 

c.    March 2009 the author received from an official at the Palestinian Authority (PA) an article entitled ΨSulha ς 

{ƭƛŎƘŀΩ, concerning the Middle East way of forgiveness and reconciliation. Again: acknowledgement of the occu-
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pation of the Palestinian territory by Israel is key. Sulha is Arabic, stands for stopping a cycle of violence and 

bloodshed, it is the Arabic word for reconciliation. Sulha is well-known but (of course) never being used for such 

a big issue. Slicha is Hebrew, and ƳŜŀƴǎ άCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜέΣ and is said by the offender. Sometimes Arabic people 

also use this Hebrew word. .ǳǘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ άƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōǳƳǇ ƛƴ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ other. Using the 

words Sulha and Slicha parties use each otherΩs language. In a preparation process is being safeguarded that 

when the offender says Slicha the offended party is ready to accept. The article concerns a practical approach 

and has a connection with ǘƘŜ άƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜness and reconciliŀǘƛƻƴέ proposal. The article is written by David 

Lehrer, Avra Institute, Israel, ƻƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪ όΨSulhaΣ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŜŀŎŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ tǊƻŎŜǎǎΩύ ōȅ 

Elias Jabbour (House of Hope International Peace Center). Google tells more on Sulha/Slicha.  

d.  Sustainable peace: The writer of the book ad c. says that it is not so that through Sulha and Slicha one 

immediately can end the Middle East crisis, but here we combine Sulha and Slicha with the άƻōƭƛƎŜŘέ strategy 

to create a turning point to sustainable, to anchoring,  peace. A short introduction to the combined strategy: 

i. The traditional Palestinian / Arabic peace making process makes you look for άoffendersέ and the 

άoffendedέ, the parties that have been injured. Therefore to analyse the past. 

ii. To head for the future. What is it that the parties, άǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέΣ need? 

iii. Including the typicalities of forgiveness and reconciliation in the Middle East. Main goals: respect for pain 

from the past, returning the rights of the injured, dignity of all. The mediating partyΣ ǘƘŜ άWŀƘŀέ, has a very 

important role. 

iv. To make a list of all parties that are concerned. In this Middle East situation: 

- United Nations: decided founding the state Israel in the 1947 

Partition Plan for Palestine, General Assembly Resolution 181. 

- Israel and the Palestinians: ΨsharingΩ more than 60 years of problems. 

- Fatah and Hamas, two big political parties of the Palestinians. 

v.   To add άƻōƭƛƎŜŘέ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ means to 

stimulate and anchor the process. 

3.  Intermezzo: some lines about forgiveness, and about God, Allah. 

Allah is the Compassionate, the Merciful. Mohammed is His Prophet. 

The Iranian poet Jalal al-Din Rumi said: ΨForgive: if you never know forgiveness, You'll never know the blessings 

that God givesΩ.  (In the Islamic world today, Rumi is read for much the same reasons he was revered during his 

life: for his excellence as a poet; for his rare ability to empathize with humans, animals and plants; for his 

personal refinement; and, above all else, for his flawless moral center and ability to direct others towards good 

conduct and ǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭƭŀƘΦ [ŜǎƭƛŜ ²ƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ά Rumi: A Spiritual BiographyέΦ) 

The Torah the Old Testament say:  Ψ[ƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ your heart, soul, strength, and mindΩ.  The 

Old and the New Testament add: 'They also say, Love your neighborǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΩΦ Jesus adds: 

ά[ƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴŜƳȅέΦ We may manifest the constructive and positive sides of our religions, where relationship 

and co-living count. In Matthew 23: 11-12Υ ΨWhoever is the greatest should be the servant of the others. When 

you put yourself above others, you will be put down. But when ȅƻǳ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘΩΦ 

4.  The ANALYSIS behind the Turning Point Three Day Peace Strategy 

to be conducted by the JAHA, the mediating party.  

Actors are UN, Hamas, Israel, Fatah, Egypt, EU, US. 
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a) Analysis of the past, political, spiritual, physical / genetical: 

 

¶ 1947-1948:  

(Pardon: in this document we, WITH ALL DUE RESPECT,  do not analyse the past very deeply.) United Nations 

decided in 1947. The Jews longed for their own state. The 2nd World War and the Holocaust were catalyst 

that UN decided to restore territory for the Jews. UN did not manage to realize a peaceful solution, 

including the lives of all the peoples. In encyclopedias or wikipedia more information can be found (1947 UN 

Partition Plan). 

¶ That the Israeli people came in 1948 ƛǎ ƴƻōƻŘȅΩǎ ΨfaultΩΦ Lƴ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ǎŜƴǎŜ, the writer dares to say, it 

repeats the coming of Abraham / Ibrahim to the Promised Land. Then there was not yet a separation of 

Judaism, Islam and Christianity. Separation came later. About this there is ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ 

Abraham: Ishmail (ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ΨƘΩύ ŀƴŘ LǎŀŀŎΩΦ {ŜŜ also b). 

Palestinians of course also want their own homeland. The political parties Fatah and Hamas are working on 

reconciliation. We will ask, invite, the United Nations to take on the role of άthe offenderέ, in the terminolo-

gy of Sulha-Slicha (page 4). Knowing that the 1947 decision of course was not meant as an offense:  UN only 

failed to create a peaceful solution. In doing so UN can also take on the beautiful role of the reconciler.  

¶ History since 1946 shows many disasters (before that the Holocaust, during the Second World War, 

see the next point). We will not repeat the past here. But a plea for mutual forgiveness for all. How we may 

be able to get out of these things is through Forgiveness and Reconciliation. Forgiveness is not meant to talk 

away old sorrow, no, the sorrow is real.  But, one also wants to head for a new future. The Israeli asks 

forgiveness from the Palestinian for the suppression, the Palestinian forgives the Israeli, the Palestinian asks 

forgiveness for the suicide attacks, the Israeli forgives the Palestinian. The Jews ask for forgiveness for the 

fights and even killings they have between themselves. The Christian asks forgiveness for the massacres in 

ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳǎŀŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦ Muslims ask forgive-

ness that Muslims have killed fellow Muslims, the militant Muslim asks forgiveness for the terrorism that is 

being practiced in his name, et cetera et cetera. These few lines are not complete, and may even contain 

errors, and (pardon me) people may not feel recognized in their suffering. But without further analysis and 

looking for the guilt: we all have our tendencies as humans, men, as well as women. We ask pardon and we 

impart pardon. 

¶ The Holocaust: ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴέ. This is what we may see all the time in acts of 

Israel. And this is being practiced in the Middle East now. To peoples who had not any part in the Holocaust. 

Who even start to talk about their own IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƴƻǿΣ ŀ άǎƭƻǿέ one. Which started with NAKBA, the 

process of dispossession  in 1948. You see in some places in the world an inflation of this word Holocaust. 

The word should not be used but for the Second World War: it appeals to 6.000.000 deadly victims. 

¦ƴǘƛƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ LǎǊŀŜƭǎΩ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ Ǝƻ όƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ¸ŀŘ ±ŀǎƘŜƳΦ hŦ 

course. But this pain must preferably not be a roadblock in the Capacity to Forgive. In living with the Pales-

tinians: historical pain may not be projected unto them. Pain from the Second World War, the Holocaust, 

these horrible events. 

¶ The West, Christians: There is a consciousness of guilt in the West that we did not help the Jews 

better in the Second World War, or even have betrayed them.  And there is the discussion whether the Jews 

have killed Jesus Christ or not. And that people because of that either look down on the Jews, or put them 

on a pedestal because one does nót want to accuse them for that. And that then seems to be exaggeration. 
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Jesus, according to the Bible, was not a victim. The Jews had their responsibility, but/and at the same time 

were instrument in realizing prophecies. Jesus was laying down his life, as the New Testament says, as the 

ultimate deed of self sacrifice for the preservation of all people who accept it, for restauration of Life, for 

forgiving of sins, for healing of illnesses, and for recovery of the contact of man and Creator. WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ άNo 

one takes it (his life) away from me, but I lay it down by myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have 

ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴέΦ όDƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ млΥмтΣмуύΦ According to the New Testament he resurrected.  

¶ There is growing evidence, in family connections and stories as well as genetically, that Jews and 

Palestinians are close to each ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ άǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅέ Ǝrew out of each other and converted to different 

religions. Ref. among others David Ben Gurion, the first prime minister of the State of Israel, and Yitskhak 

Ben Tsvi, the second president of the State of Israel ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ 

(Jiddisch version, New York, 1918)Φ  /ƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ ά¢ƘŜ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Problem iƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ [ŀƴŘέ by Tsvi Misinai. (Note: the scientific methods used in this booklet may be a little 

ahead of time or may be rejected. I as author of this proposal am not capable to judge this.) Where the book 

talks about reunification in the sense that Palestinians return to and join the State of Israel, the writer of this 

Proposal thinks FIRST of a coming together of both, with their own identity, on an evenworthy basis, as two 

states. Later, if they ever should want, they might choose a name for a state together. 

What we see in the powerpoint presentation, belonging to this  Acknowledgement Day proposal, Judaism, 

Islam and Christianity come from Abraham/Ibrahim (and from God of course, for believers): physically/ 

genetically as well as spiritually. My last sheet shows the development of the three Abrahamitic religions. 

b)    Analysis of the now and the future, a combination of economical / ecological and spiritual: 

¶ Lƴ ƻǳǊ оǊŘ aƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ And climate change knocks on 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŘƻƻǊΦ 

¶ Judaism, Islam and Christianity, as well as Israeli and Palestinian/Philistinian issues are more or less 

intertwined. Is not it time to give up the controverse of Ismael/Ishmail and Isaac? To the past again: to 

understand again that in the time of Abraham/Ibrahim all were one, before the separation of the two sons. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŜŀŎƘ other again. /ŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǳƴƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƳΚ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ 

and He lives in our hearts. We do not have to wait. 

¶ Until today the following may play a role, since the past. In the Bible book of Genesis Hagar continues 

to be seen as the slave of her mistress Sara. But: in our position as human beings we may attach not any 

value judgement nor condemnation to ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǎƭŀǾŜΩ. All human beings have equal value. Though we may 

have different roles. Besides this idea of slavery (of HagharΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ΨƘΩ) does not count in the Arab 

cultures. Jews and Christians, by education do look somewhat (subconsciously) Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ άǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ 

and her sonέΦ This should be changed. And Islam does not know of this projection. 

To the Muslims the history partially is different: Lƴ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀƴ Ibrahim was an honourable man and married 

Haghar. From them Ishmail was born. Indeed there were tensions. Haghar and Ishmail had to leave. They 

went to Mecca, Ibrahim traveled with them. Ibrahim was the first to use the word Islam. Ibrahim and Ish-

mail have built, or restored according to other sources, YŀΩaba and founded Islam. Ibrahim returned home. 

Later Ibrahim traveled ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ  ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ aŜŎŎŀ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ YŀΩaba and Islam. 

Mohammed is the Prophet of Allah and a follower of Ibrahim.  

In the Bible has been written (Genesis 25:9) that the brothers Ismael and Isaac came together again, to bury 

their father Abraham/Ibraham. And in verse 18 something has been written about the place where the 

descendants of Ismael  live: east of Egypt, in the direction of Assur. 

In Genesis 37 Abrahams great-grandson Joseph is being sold by his brothers to Ismaelites and they brought 



                                                                                                                                                   To help worlds meet    
 

Abraham de Kruijf, IDA Innovatie                       Proposal version: November 9, 2009, email: abraham@mijneu.eu          9 

ƘƛƳ ǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǾƛŎŜǊƻȅΦ [ŀǘŜǊ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘΦ CǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

were liberated under the guidance of Moses. 

¶ Haghar, IshmailΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴΦ 9ƎȅǇǘ ƴƻǿ tries to help Gaza and Israel at the same time, 

which is a complex situation. In the Arab world there are different opinions on the role of Egypt. 

More and more ordinary people recognize that what the world needs now is: Love God (for believers) and 

love (y)our neighbor as yourself, and (work on) loving your enemy too.  To coexist. We are all evenworthy. 

Must make room for eachother. We are all connected, even though we have many differences also. 

¶ In our Western society we do not allow religiously inspired rules to be imposed on society as we see 

in certain Islamic areas and states. 

c) To Forgive and to Reconcile in the Middle East: 

¶ Sulha is the Arabic custom to stop a cycle of violence and bloodshed, the Arabic way of reconciliation 

(page 6). This means returning the rights of the injured, and the dignity of all. Slicha ƳŜŀƴǎΥ ΨCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΩΣ 

and is said by the offender. The offender is the one who takes the initiative. The Jaha is the necessary, 

neutral, mediating party. The Jaha intervenes and arranges the Sulha. The offender is willing to confess guilt, 

the process has to be prepared carefully. The maker of this Peace 

proposal offers himself to play a role in the Jaha.  

There are experiences where the offender does ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ά{ƭƛŎƘŀέ 

explicitely: but a wooden pole and a large white linen sheet, as a 

flag are being used. In which the offended as well as the offender 

make knots. Called to do so by the Jaha. The white flag as symbol 

of forgiveness and protection of the injured parties. 

 

Israel and Palestinians, as well as Palestinians together, may forgive and reconcile. 

The four main Sulha steps (summarized very shortly): 

o Recognition of injures, compensating of damage. 

o After the offender says Slicha the offended party must forgive the ex-offender. 

o The parties must publicly shake hands in order to declare that the violence is over. 

o Sharing a meal: ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ 

 

¶ The primary parties in this Middle East problem are: UN, Israel, PA-Fatah, PA-Hamas.  Is the con-

clusion defendable that all offended all and have to forgive all: the Sulha-proces for all? It seems so.  

On the background also Iran influences the Peace situation. In other contacts and in other writings the 

author elaborates on the relationships with Iran. 

 

5.  The SCENARIO of the Turning Point Three Day Peace Strategy, scheduled ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǊ Χ  

to be conducted by the JAHA, the mediating party. 

The steps below to be prepared and realized with swiftness and with attention for all persons.  

Actors are UN, Israel, Palestinian Authority (PA): Fatah, Hamas and other parties, Egypt, EU, US. 

When Who  ͵ άAcknowledgement and Possibilities Daysέ  ς taking into account interests of all parties. 

What /actions 

a. 

Day 1 

09:00 

hrs 

United 

Nations

? 

 

 Opening by Jaha (Mediator) and United Nations. One has to be the First. United Nations? 

To use Sulha flag and/or to ǎŀȅΥ Ψ{ƭƛŎƘŀΩΣ ΨCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΩ to the Palestinians for άoffending 

and injuringέ. And/or to start with the white linen flag (page 9). UN restores dignity, 

offers compensation. Knowing that the 1947 decision of course was not meant as an 
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(sup-

port of 

US, EU, 

NL) 

offense. Confrontations Palestinians ς Israel are partially caused by UNΩǎ lack in 1947-

1948 in offering workable structures nor compensation, followed by mutual revenges of 

and disasters for the peoples. 

UN decided in 1947, though we choose not to look back to the detailed status of that 

decision, in the interest of the total solution now.  The compensation by UN today can be 

combined with help that UN and countries give to the Palestinians. 

Day 1 

10:00 

PA, 

Hamas, 

Israel 

Hamas 

 

 

 ͵

All parties to denounce violence Ą It is worth investigating under which conditions 

armed forces would not be necessary anymore, neither at Palestinian nor at Israelian 

side... Both of them beating their swords into plowshares (Refer: top of page 5). 

March 13: Declared stop fighting and firing rockets, with Israel as well as with Fatah. 

When

? 

Theo-

logians 

 1. Judaism came in the line of God, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Islam in the line God/ 

Allah, Ibrahim/Abraham, Ishmail, Mohammed. Jesus/Christianity in the line of God, 

Abraham, Isaac , JacobΣ ΧΣ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ. Mohammed did not become a 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŜǎsage and salvation and there for cannot 

ǎǇŜŀƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

salvation by means of Jesus. As I am not in a position to get to the bottom of Islam. 

2. Point 1 more generalizing: a non-Muslim when writing about Islam has a risk of 

making errors, because not knowing Islam by heart and experience. The same 

counts for a Christian about Judaism, a Jew about Islam, a Muslim about Christianity, 

a Buddhist about Islam, etc. Besides this there are also differences concerning inter-

pretation withín a religion/life conviction. What I as a Christian write and what a 

Muslim may read should be discussed with a Muslim to explain things in concepts 

that are understandable, recognizable, to Muslims. Et cetera. 

3. In the Bible book of Genesis Haghar continues to be the slave of her mistress Sara. 

However: in our position as human beings we must not attach any value judgement 

nor condemnation ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǎƭŀǾŜΩΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǊŜΦ WŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Řƻ ƭƻƻƪ όǎǳōŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƭȅύ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ άǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ 

ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǊǊƻǊΦ  

One example: Genesis 16:14, Hagar Ŏŀƭƭǎ DƻŘΥ άǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜǎ ƳŜέΦ .ǳǘ ƛƴ 

Ƴŀƴȅ .ƛōƭŜǎΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ά[ŀŎƘŀƛ-wƻƛέΦ We 

do not read how close she is to God. 

4. Haghar, the Egyptian mother of Ismael/Ishmail, helped Abraham/Ibrahim and Sara. 

Her ǎƻƴ L{ ŀƭǎƻ {ŀǊŀΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴŘ ōȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀǿŀȅΣ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘΦ 

 (And Egypt today helps Israel and the Palestinians.) 

5. !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ vǳǊΩŀƴ LōǊŀƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ishmail founded Islam and built, or restored 

according to some, ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ YŀΩŀōŀΦ 

6. Diaspora is being experienced by both peoples, though there are huge differences in 

duration /  intensity.  

7. All offspring of Abraham/Ibrahim who are living there  ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ [ŀƴŘέ, 

because it is ƳŜŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩs offspring.  

8. LǎǊŀšƭΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΥ ά!nd a sojourner shalt thou not wrong, neither shalt thou 

oppress him: for ye were sojourners in the land of Egypt.έ (Exodus 22: 21) 

9. On ideas of Ψchosen peoplesΩ as mentioned: In Matthew 23: 11-мнΥ ΨWhoever is the 

greatest should be the servant of the others. When you put yourself above others, 

you will be put down. But when ȅƻǳ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘΩΦ 
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10. To realize that Jesus out of Love laid down His life himself, out of free will and has 

not been ΨƳǳǊŘŜǊŜŘΩ όJohn 10:17,18). There is nothing to blame the Jews for. 

11. In Western society we do not allow religiously inspired rules to be imposed on 

society like we see in certain Islamic areas and states. 

Day 1 

11:00 

Israel  Declares έ²Ŝ ŀǎ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ϥǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊϥ ǘƻ ōŀǎƛŎ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ŎƻŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘbors, 

but we are not free from fear from what happened in the past. We want / need 100% 

guarantee for our people. And stop now with the maybe unconscious projection of the 

Holocaust pain on the Palestinians. Ą Today we declare and practice from now on 

evenworthy Arab and Jewish citizenship for all citizens in Gaza, Israel and Westbank 

(alfabethical). As soon as possible we take the Wall away. 

Day 1 

12:00 

Hamas 

 

 

 

 

Israel 

 9ƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǊƻǿ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ IŀƳŀǎΩ ƎǊŀǎǎ-roots: groups, small groups, individuals. 

Announces to be thinking of making peace with the former enemy. Liberates soldier 

Shalit. Because of evenworthiness of all humans wants liberation of 1 prisoner. As 

investment in the future. Invites Israel to liberate out of free will 450 prisoners more. 

ά!nd we announce to be considering recognition of Israel.έ (And Fatah too, where still 

necessary). Hamas offers trust to Israel. 

Opens Gaza borders, liberates out of free will many more prisonersΧΦ  

PM Egypt  May: Egypt is preparing to reopen Rafah border after Fatah and Hamas reach agree-

ment on Unity government. 

Day 1 

13:00 

Hamas  Recognizes Israel in the same wordings as President Yasser Arafat on Sept. 9, 1993. This 

is a major step, ƭƛƪŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǘŜǇ ŀǘ мм:00 and 12:00 hrs  too. 

Day 1 

14:00 

PA, 

Hamas 

 Use the Sulha flag and/or tƻ ǎŀȅΥ Ψ{ƭƛŎƘŀΩ to eachother mutually (even though this is ori-

ginally a Hebrew word). Parties are talking. Analyzing the past too much is not easy. Say 

Ψ{ƭƛŎƘŀΩΣ as brothers.  Create National Unity Government for PA: Palestinian Authority. 

ĄMay 14: President Abbas forms new cabinet. Hamas and Fatah restarted discussion on 

May 17. Probable outcome: Joint Security Force in Gaza. But there are fights again. Talks 

to continue in July.   

Day 1 

15:00 

PA (Fa-

tah,Ha-

mas),Is-

rael, UN 

 For continuity in the forgive and reconcile process the parties call ǘƘŜ ΨhōƭƛƎŜŘΩ Sulha 

and Slicha. And invite Egypt, EU, Jordan, and US and UN as guards of this process. The 

ΨƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊld (if all 

parties cooperate) or fall of the help (if 1 or more of the four do not cooperate). 

Day 1 

16:00 

PA (Fa-

tah, Ha-

mas, 

ΧύΣ 

Israel, 

UN 

 Recognition of injures. Compensating of damage. All to use SULHA flag and/or to say 

Ψ{ƭƛŎƘŀΩ ς ΨCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΩ: for wars, suppression, (suicide) attacks.  ALL SHA-

KE HANDS, FORGIVE EACHOTHER, EAT TOGETHER, RECONCILIATE, ALL 

h±9w ¢I9 ²hw[5ΧΦ Ą PROSPERITY: ECONOMY, SOCIALLY, ECOLOGY 

(Syria can/might partake here also. And Hizbollah and Islamic Jihad. And other groups, 

when they want. And parties in Israel that sofar did not want much of reconciliation but 

start to see things differentΦύ άtŜŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΦ ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ƴƻǿΦέ 

Day 1 

17:00 

Jaha, 

me -

diator 

 Ceremonial close to this day. Thanks all parties, wishes all success. Makes connection to 

ƴŜȄǘ άŘŀȅǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ  

UN Peace keeping force may be offered by United Nations. 

b. 
ά5ŀȅнϦ 

PA  New Possibilities: Palestinian Authority (Fatah, Hamas, all other parties) elections and 

design of new Palestinian Cabinet 
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c. 
άDay3έ 

Israel, 

Pales-

tinians , 

all 

Middle 

East 

parties 

Χ
Χ
ΧΧ
Χ
Φ
Φ

Χ
Χ
Φ
Φ

T
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Ƴ
 
Ř
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Y
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ƛ
Ƨ
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Ω
ǎ
 

 p
ro

p
o

sa
lΧ
ΧΧ
Χ
Χ
Φ
Φ

Χ
Χ
Χ 

On Jerusalem:  Old Jerusalem may become  a by Israel and Palestine shared city-state. 

This  does more or less  work in Old Jerusalem. The 100% need for sharing Old Jeru-

ǎŀƭŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻƻΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ά¢ƘǊŜŜ 5ŀȅ tŜŀŎŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ mutual coexist-

ence of religious relations is an important element. Ishmail and Isaac are both 

!ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƻŦŦǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ !ōǊŀƘam  is said to have offered his son to God, the Dome 

of the Rock on the Temple Mount, might be the first place to try to share in a basical 

form and structure? To build a monument together? In Hebron the Islamic and Jewish 

(alfabetically) Holy Places are close to each other, and separated strongly at the same 

time too. Can a nice form be invented for Old Jerusalem? Respecting religious trust. 

Secularly: can the legal and complex structure of Brussels as Belgian as well as ΨǘƘƛƴΩ 9¦-

capital serve as an inspiration for Jerusalem? 

WaterΥ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƻǳǘŎǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜΧΥ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 

the world may ever be in the hands of private companies nor being used for power play 

ōȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ άƎƭƻōŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

Peace Strategy. Very many detailed studies are already available. 

On Israeli Settlements 1): /ƭŀǊƛŦȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ. Building/continuing settlements 

is not according to law. Create a for both workable as well as respectable solution. 

On Palestinian Refugees 1): Right of Return, this Right is holy όƭƛƪŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴύ, Return 

is negotiable (ref. www.wasatia.info). ¦b wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ мфп κ мфпуΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ 

to return to their homes and live at peace with their neighbors should be permitted to 

Řƻ ǎƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀōƭŜ ŘŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ Χ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

property of those choosing not to return and for loss of damage of property which, 

under principles of internal law or in equity, should be made good by the Governments 

ƻǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜΦέ  

ad 1): On Settlements as well as Refugees: We ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ άCƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŦǊŜŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ 

ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳέ. To be practiced under the leadership of a Refugees and 

Settlements Committee of the two states. {ǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ άƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴέ: more financial help from the world if all continue to cooperate. 

Design a two states solution: the borders of both states to be clarified. Add a states 

cooperation covenant of Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Egypt?, Syria?, Lebanon?, Iraq? (Iran?) 

But 'thinner' than a federation, think for instance of Belgium, Netherlands, Luxemburg 

(Benelux), but different and ΨthinnerΩ. Specifically to work on wellbeing for the peoples. 

Combining advantages of separate states and one state. With more help from the world 

when all Forgive and Reconcile. UN may offer a Peace keeping force. 

There are signals that Jews and Palestinians genetically are close. Is this relevant, and/or 

sufficiently scientifically proven? Could there sooner or later be a closer cooperation of 

two states towards one, eǾŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭ ŦŜƭƭΧ? 

6. To Act: This strategy and continuation to be practiced persistently in daily life and full of care for people. 

άIf both peoples fully recognize ŜŀŎƘƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƛƴŜέΦ 

 
Co-living and co-working in freedom,  

varying through time. 
Ref. pages 3, 4, 6, 9. 

 
               Playing to each other           Apart      
 

One economical statement on the future: let economic results after peace go to the people and not merely to project developers.  
 Answer, page 4: the poem is by Tawfiq Sayigh: 1932 (Syria) - 1971  (USA). We found it ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ t!{{L!Ωǎ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ƻƴ άb!Y.!έ 

Please note: 


